
Swan Lake N
ational W

ildlife R
efuge

Sw
an Lake N

ational W
ildlife R

efuge lies in the glacial till plain of 
north-central M

issouri in C
hariton C

ounty, near the tow
n of Sum

ner. 
It is located near the confluence of the G

rand and M
issouri R

ivers, and 
is bordered on the south by Yellow C

reek. Th
e refuge w

as established 
by E

xecutive O
rder #7563 on February 27, 1937. Purchase of 10,795 

acres began at that tim
e w

ith m
oney from

 the “N
.I.R

., A
griculture, 

and W
ildlife R

efuge Funds”. Follow
ing purchase of the land, the 

C
ivilian C

onservation C
orps began work on the R

efuge creating 
wetlands, constructing roads and buildings, and initiating the R

efuge 
farm

ing program
.

Th
e prim

ary purpose for establishm
ent of the R

efuge w
as to provide 

nesting, resting and feeding areas for w
aterfowl, prim

arily ducks. A
n 

im
portant secondary purpose w

as to preserve a rem
nant flock of prairie 

chickens. U
nfortunately, adequate grassland habitat w

as unavailable to 
m

aintain a viable population.

Since establishm
ent of the R

efuge, the prim
ary em

phasis on w
aterfowl 

species has been expanded to include the Eastern Prairie Population of 
C

anada geese. C
anada geese were first observed using the R

efuge in 
the early 1940’s; and num

bers increased gradually to peak populations 
from

 150-200,000 annually during the early 1970’s. A
lthough these 

populations have steadily declined, Sw
an Lake N

ational W
ildlife 

R
efuge is still considered a prim

ary w
intering area for C

anada geese. 

Snow geese, unlike C
anada geese, have steadily increased in recent 

years. From
 N

ovem
ber through M

arch, populations in excess of 
500,000 have becom

e a com
m

on occurrence.

G
oose H

unting
G

oose hunting on the R
efuge is perm

itted only from
 designated units 

unless otherw
ise specified. H

unting units are assigned through a self 
check-in process beginning approxim

ately two hours before shooting 
tim

e.

W
hen you arrive in the m

orning get in line at the hunter check-in area 
and check in based upon your place in line. O

nce your turn com
es up, 

follow the posted instructions to check out your blind and register for 
the hunt. Each hunter m

ust also get a G
reen C

ard. W
rite the selected 

U
nit’s num

ber on the top and bottom
 of your G

reen C
ard. D

eposit the 
top portion of your G

reen C
ard in the D

rop Box and keep the bottom
 

portion w
ith you. W

hen you check out at the end of your day’s hunt, 
as required by State Law, sign and deposit the bottom

 portion of 
your G

reen C
ard in the D

rop B
ox w

ith your hunting results filled 
out.

H
unt Program

 Facts and R
egulations

•	
Th

e R
efuge hunt area is closed for hunting on M

ondays, Tuesdays, 
and Th

ursdays unless one of those days falls on a federal holiday 
(Th

anksgiving, C
hristm

as, N
ew Years). 

•	
A

fter you have signed in for your hunting unit, the route w
ill be 

m
arked on the m

ap to assist you in finding it. Park only at your 
assigned parking lot. Enter and leave the area by your assigned 
routes only. Shooting hours are posted at the hunting headquarters. 
D

o not drive to blinds or into farm
 fields. 

•	
G

eese are the only legal gam
e. Th

ere is no fee for this hunting 
program

.
•	

H
unt from

 w
ithin assigned units only. R

efilling or changing units 
is not perm

itted. A
ny unclaim

ed units w
ill be available until 1:00 

p.m
.

•	
You m

ay pursue and shoot cripples but do not shoot at birds 
overhead while you are out of your assigned unit. D

o not cross into 
the refuge area or another hunter’s unit.

•	
Possession or use of shotgun shells loaded w

ith other than 
steel shot or an approved substitute is prohibited while hunting 
w

aterfowl.
•	

Each hunter m
ust keep his or her birds (bag) separated from

 those 
of other hunters at all tim

es.

•	
Tr

an
sp

or
t o

nl
y 

yo
ur

 o
w

n 
leg

al
 b

ag
. I

t i
s i
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ga
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tra
ns

po
rt 

a l
iv

e o
r 

cr
ip

pl
ed

 m
ig

ra
to

ry
 b

ird
 w

ith
ou

t t
he

 p
ro

pe
r f

ed
er

al
 p

er
m

it.
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N
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m
or

e t
ha

n 
fo

ur
 p

eo
pl

e m
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un

t i
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an
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sig
ne
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hu

nt
in

g 
un
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N
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co
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re

nt
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un
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te
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, d
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en
 

C
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 at

 h
un
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g 

he
ad
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 e
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re

a.
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re
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e b
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e p
os
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U
ni

t A
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re
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rv
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r u
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r h
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(s)
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e c
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s b
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a s

el
f c
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H
un

te
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 m
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 n
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m

 d
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 P
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HUNTING AREA BOUNDARY
STATE HIGHWAY
ACCESS ROADS
RAILROAD TRACKS
HUNTING UNITS / FIELD
HUNTING BLINDS
PARKING AREAS

SWAN LAKE 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE 

REFUGE
UNITED STATES

FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

N
½                ¼                 0                                     ½                                    1 MILE

VICINITY MAP

Units 
S1, 
S2, 
S3, T1, 
T3, V1, 
W1, & W2 
will close 
for hunting 
at 1:00 p.m.  
All hunters in 
these hunting 
units must be 
out of the area 
by 1:00 p.m.
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